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We are present in every shot fired, every missile launched,  
and every bomb dropped. But this is not our only option.  
We also can be present in acts of diplomacy and reconciliation,  
community reconstruction and peaceful partnership.  
The choice is ours. 
—From Windows and Mirrors website: www.windowsandmirrors.org 

Ann Stromquist 
How little we hear about the human cost of war from our political leaders 

or the media! While the war in Afghanistan is the longest in U.S. history, its 
consequences remain, for the most part, hidden from view. Through 25 artists’ 
murals and 10 drawings by Afghan high school students that make up the 
Windows and Mirrors exhibit we are brought face to face with the casualties of 
war—a little girl burned, a mother holding her wounded child, helicopters 
raging over burned villages, weeping women, storm clouds. The exhibit, showing at the Coralville Public Library 
(lower level) September 1–30, invites us to look at ourselves in the mirror. Do we have any responsibility for the 
human pain and suffering depicted in these murals? 

The exhibit includes images of compassion, hope, and peace—white doves, a butterfly, a child flying a kite, the 
sun, a map joining the U.S. and Afghanistan, American and Afghan children together. Looking through these 
windows and into the mirror at ourselves, we ask, “What can we do to help bring peace to the Afghan people?” 

PEACE Iowa Annual Meeting 
Featured Speaker: Young Iowan who cycled 
through Japan on International Peace Bike Tour 

Lori Nelson 
Please join us Sunday September 16 for our second 

annual meeting. PEACE Iowa will celebrate the work 
that’s been done for peace during the past year, and we 
hope to create inspiration and energy for another year 
of peacemaking. This year’s meeting will be held on the 
lower level of the Coralville Public Library to draw 
attention to the Windows and Mirrors exhibit. Spon-
sored by PEACE Iowa and other groups, this powerful 
exhibit uses art to reflect on the war in Afghanistan. 

The session begins at 12:30 with food, music, and 
socializing, followed by the meeting at 1:30. After a 
brief report about our work during the past year, we’ll 

discuss priorities for the coming year, introduce Board 
members and office staff, vote for new board members, 
and present two peace awards. 

Our featured speaker will be Michelle Gin, a young 
Iowan who represented the U.S. in the International 
Peace Bike Tour in August. Michelle was the sole 
representative of the U.S. on the 600 km bike tour in 
Japan, hosted by the International Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War. She cycled from Nagasaki 
to Hiroshima with 39 other activists from around the 
world to show solidarity with victims and survivors of 
nuclear weapons, nuclear testing, uranium mining, 
nuclear energy, and nuclear accidents in the past 
67 years. She will discuss her experiences on the bike 
tour, as well as steps toward peace, nonproliferation, 
and sustaining our shared environment.  

Windows and Mirrors  Continued on page 2
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In response to a call by the American Friends 
Service Committee, artists from the United States and 
elsewhere created 45 4′ × 6′ beautiful, colorful, and 
provocative murals. Twenty-five 3′ × 5′ replicas of the 
original murals will be included in the Coralville 
exhibit. The 10 drawings by Afghan students in Kabul 
depict their own unique perspective from life in a war 
zone. PEACE Iowa is a co-sponsor of this exhibit.  

 
The opening reception for the exhibit will be on 

Sunday, September 9, from 1:00–3:30. Refreshments 
will be served and Michael McConnell, director of the 
Midwest Region of the 
American Friends Service 
Committee, will speak on 
“The Power of One” (see 
description below). Michael 
had the inspiration to create 
the Eyes Wide Open (“boots”) 
exhibit that toured the 
country and was in Iowa City 
several years ago. And he 
was instrumental in creating 
the Windows and Mirrors 
exhibit. 

In conjunction with 
this exhibit, numerous 
activities and events are 
planned for the month of 
September. All except the 
September 8 Peace Walk 
will be held at the 
Coralville Public Library. 
Below is a list of some of 
them. We will try to keep 
PEACE Iowa supporters 
informed of others. 

■ Tuesday, September 4, 6:30. 
Film: “Why Are We in Afghanistan?” Short film 
followed by discussion. 

■ Saturday, September 8, 9:00–1:00 or 1:30. 
Peace Walk. Scattergood Friends School and Farm 
students and staff will walk from Scattergood School 
to the Iowa City Pedestrian Mall. All are invited to 
join them along the way or to greet them as they 
arrive at the Ped Mall. They will be publicizing the 
Windows and Mirrors exhibit as they walk. 

■ Sunday, September 9, 1:00–3:30. 
Opening Reception. “The Power of One.” Michael 
McConnell, Director of AFSC (American Friends 
Service Committee) Midwest Region, explains the 
title of his talk: In the exhibit we are surrounded by 
ones—one child, one scream, one kite, one missing 
baby—and that is powerful because many times our 
understanding of injustice and war comes through 
the lens of one life. But perhaps the most important 
one is us—what we as one life can do. 

■ Tuesday, September 11, 6:30. 
Film: “The Beauty Academy of Kabul” 

■ Wednesday, September 12, 7:00. 
“Report from Kabul.” Kathy Kelly, Co-Founder/
Co-Coordinator of Voices for Creative Nonviolence, 
will describe her experience working with the Afghan 
Peace Volunteers in Kabul. 

■ Sunday, September 16, 12:30–3:30. 
PEACE Iowa Annual Meeting, potluck followed by a 
meeting. Michelle Gin will talk about her experience 
as the sole representative of the United States on an 
international peace bike tour, riding from Nagasaki 
to Hiroshima, Japan with International Physicians 
for the Prevention of Nuclear War in August. 

■ Monday, September 17, 7:00. 
“Eleven Years is Too Long: Ending the War in 
Afghanistan.” Diane Randall, Executive Secretary 
of Friends Committee on National Legislation 
(FCNL), will speak about what we can do to help end 
the war in Afghanistan. 

■ Thursday, September 20, 7:00. 
“Overcoming Obstacles: Producing Food in 
Afghanistan’s War Torn Environment.” (Tentative) 
Denise O’Brien, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture Advisor in 
Afghanistan. 

■ Thursday, September 27, 7:00. 
“Confronting Nuclear Peril: Hiroshima and 
Fukushima.” Maureen McCue, John Rachow, and 
Michelle Gin talk about their recent trip to Japan. 

■ Every Tuesday night at 6:30 during the month of 
September. 
Films related to Afghanistan  

Windows and Mirrors  Continued from page 1 
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Scattergood Friends School and 
Farm Holds Peace Walk 
Showcase Windows and Mirrors 

Source: www.scattergood.org 
As part of its mission to promote integrity, 

compassion and non-violence, Scattergood Friends 
School and Farm welcomes the public to join staff and 
students on a Walk for Peace, Saturday, September 8, 
at 9:00 a.m. that begins at its campus in West Branch 
and ends on the pedestrian mall in Iowa City. The 
Walk for Peace precedes a reception for Windows and 
Mirrors: Reflections on the War in Afghanistan that will 
be held the following day, Sunday, September 9, at 
Coralville Public Library. Scattergood is one of the 
sponsors of the month-long exhibition. 

About 35 students and volunteers from West 
Branch and Iowa City participated last year in a peace 
walk held by Scattergood. Previous walks were held in 
1961 and 1986. Individuals and organizations 
interested in joining this year’s walk should contact 
Christine Ashley, Scattergood Head of School, at 
head@scattergood.org, or Rüdiger Rückmann, 
Development Director, at (319) 643-7621 or 
development@scattergood.org. 

Scattergood, founded in 1890, is a Quaker-based, 
college-preparatory boarding and day school for grades 
9–12. Scattergood has a diverse body of students from 
the United States and all corners of the globe. The 
Scattergood campus is located on 1951 Delta Avenue, 
just outside West Branch, Iowa, on over 120 acres of 
farm and prairie.  

Greetings From Former  
Iowa City Peace Activist Now Living 
in Iceland 
Karen Pease 

I now live in the country that was ranked the most 
peaceful nation on earth last year, Iceland. It’s such a 
wonderful country to live in. All of those things that we 
were always protesting about or trying to raise 
awareness about in Iowa are mainstream over here. 
We’re the only country in Western Europe to recognize 
Palestine, for example. Nobody here can comprehend 
how people in the US could support torture or the 
death penalty. There is no standing army. “Pro-family” 
isn’t code for “anti-gay”; it’s literally both an extremely 
pro-family country (e.g., kids running around and 
playing at a political party meeting attended by the 
prime minister) and LGBT-friendly (e.g., same-sex 
marriage passed parliament without any votes against). 
Feminism isn’t scorned here; it’s considered a given. 

Eighty-eight percent of workers belong to a union, the 
highest percentage of all developed countries. Worker 
protections are incredible. Everyone of course has 
healthcare—we have the third longest lifespan in the 
world. The music and arts scene is incredible, the food 
is wonderful, the people so nice, the landscape simply 
out of this world. The bath water smells volcanic and is 
pale blue in color, having come from the geothermal 
wells. In winter, the whole city of Reykjavík is lit up 
beautifully—including, I might add, the Peace Tower. 

Karen Pease was active in the Iowa City peace movement before 
and right after the beginning of the Iraq War, including serving as 
one of the leaders of a major local peace group at that time, Iowans 
For Peace.   

 

Fast for the Earth 
PEACE Iowa has signed on as a co-sponsor of 
the Fast for the Earth event. The following is 
from the Fast for the Earth website. 

Whenever there is distress which one cannot 
remove, one must fast and pray. 
 —Mohandas Gandhi, 1924 

The Fast for the Earth is a nonviolent protest 
against wanton disregard for the natural world and a 
spiritual affirmation that all of us are part of that 
world, responsible for its careful tending. It has been 
organized by religious and secular people of faith who 
live in South Dakota, USA. 

We are sorely troubled by the environmental 
devastation being wrought in our name by the “powers 
that be.” Most immediately, we have been prompted to 
act by the ruinous impacts of tar sands mining. We 
have chosen to fast in kinship with the indigenous 
peoples of Canada and the United States who, in the 
face of such mining and related pipeline construction, 
have fasted publicly in defense of “all their relations.” 

Our small efforts alone will end neither tar sands 
mining nor humanity’s addiction to fossil fuels. Our 
decision to fast is governed not by the likelihood of 
success but by the demands of conscience and spirit, 
and by our love for Creation. 

The Fast for the Earth began on August 1, 2012. 
While individuals will fast for specific durations of their 
own choosing, the Fast as a movement will continue 
indefinitely. 

We invite you to fast with us. We urge you to 
organize people in your community to do the same. It 
doesn’t matter when you start fasting, or what kind of 
fast you do, or for how long. Just join the Fast for the 
Earth. Share your stories and reflections with us. 
You can sign up to join the fast at 
http://www.fastfortheearth.com  
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Gotta Boogie for Peace: 
Woody Guthrie’s Peace Songs 

Andy Douglas 

A folk song is what’s wrong and how to fix it or it 
could be  
who’s hungry and where their mouth is or  
who’s out of work and where the job is or  
who’s broke and where the money is or  
who’s carrying a gun and where the peace is. 

—Woody Guthrie 

Woody Guthrie, the great American troubadour, 
would’ve been 100 this past July. I’ve been continually 
surprised and delighted, as I’ve discovered his music 
over the years, by his honesty, his playfulness, and his 
creativity. He wrote thousands of songs, many of them 
only now coming to light and getting picked up and set 
to music by this era’s folk masters. Songs for children, 
songs in praise of unions, in praise of the open road, 
songs about the dust bowl refugees. His lyrics are still 
very relevant: “Plane Wreck at Los Gatos” indicts the 
plight of the immigrant farm worker. “Ease My 
Revolutionary Mind” depicts his love of the opposite 
sex and desire to have a woman as radical as he was. 
And of course “This Land is My Land” and “Roll on 
Columbia” are lasting paeans to the beauty of this 
country. 

Occasionally, he wrote songs explicitly about 
peace. 

The brightest of eyes and faces 
Down out of my history places 
All of my humanly races 
Dance around my atom fire 
Warfare is not the settlement 
Bloodshed is not the element 
Shake hands and work together 
Dance around my atom fire 

Or this, one of my favorites, put to music by Kurt 
Elling, “Peace Pin Boogie:” 

Went to kiss my sweetie, same as before, In my face 
she slammed her door: 
“Get out of my door, you got no peace pin on!” 
Peace, peace, peace, peace, boogie for peace, 
Wanna kiss my sweet, I gotta boogie for peace. 

Woody served in the U.S. Army in the 1940’s, and 
gladly, hoping to do his bit to fight fascism. Still, one of 
his songs lays clear the complexity and ambivalence 
often felt by those who go to war: 

Look at th’ Big War ‘crost the Sea; 
Well I’m sure that you’ll agree 
There’s mean things a happenin’ in this world; 
I ain’t got a cryin’ dime, 

An’ I’m that a way all th’ time; 
There’s mean things a happenin’ in this world; 
Ever thing is leased and lent 
And to Britain it has went; 
And th’ Soldier in th’ War 
Don’t know what he’s a fightin’ for; 
And the Tanks a rollin’ on 
To th’ burstin’ of th’ bombs; 
Brother an’ Sister getting’ killed 
For a green back dollar bill; 
There’s Mean things a happenin’ in this World 
Man and Woman lend an ear 
To the War that’s drawin’ neat; 
You are spied on by Police 
If you Speak the Word of Peace; 
If you talk ‘bout Broth’ly Love 
Back in Jail you’ll get shoved; 
O’ I’d ruther’d fight for Peace 
Than this crooked Lend & Lease 
There’s Mean things a happenin’ in this World 
Folks wants Peace for miles aroun’ 
Lord, from New York City down; 
But we’re a gonna save our Nation 
With a Peace Mobilization; 
Lord, the cops turn on th’ heat 
If you talk Peace on th’ street 
Organize my Brother and Sister 
And we’ll win this World again; 
There’s Mean things a happenin’ in this World 

Woody agitated for truth and justice, and you 
could say, The American Way, the way of cooperative 
values and support for the poor. His songs about the 
desperation of farmers, and of the Okies looking for 
work in the shadow of the dustbowl are relevant as we 
perhaps enter new eras of environmental devastation 
and economic collapse. 

He understood that everything is linked. That 
economic justice is tied to militarism is tied to the 
environment is tied to farm policy. Most of all, his 
songs give voice to the disenfranchised. 

My peace my peace is all I’ve got that I can give to 
you 
My peace, my peace is all I’ve got and all I’ve ever 
known 
My peace is worth a thousand times more than 
anything I own 
I pass my peace around and about ‘cross hands of 
every hue; 
I guess my peace is justa ‘bout all I’ve got to give to 
you  
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Military Budget Proposal: 
Ed Flaherty’s Letter To The Editor 

The House of Representatives approved HR 5856 
on July 19th, appropriating $606 billion for the 
Pentagon. This includes $88 billion for our 11-year war 
in Afghanistan, but does not include other war-related 
expenses, like VA services for 400,000 PTSD-afflicted 
veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan. The country with the 
next-largest military budget, China, recently 
announced a military budget of $106 billion, though 
the Pentagon says it’s really $160 billion. Well, let’s 
take the Pentagon’s word for it. After all, it must be 
right because it’s the only federal agency that’s never 
been audited. 

So, every man, woman and child’s share of the 
military budget will be $1,931 per year, and that’s too 
much! 

My proposal is let’s have a military budget that’s 
TRIPLE the size of China’s. 3 × $160 billion = 
$480 billion. We would save $126 billion, and still be 
spending $1,530 per capita on military, vs. $119 per 
capita in China. Our military spending is not buying 
us national security, and it has crossed into 
immorality. Setting those two concerns aside (as it 
seems we have been all too willing to do), we cannot 
afford to throw money down the drain like this 
anymore. Tell Senators Harkin and Grassley to vote NO 
when the Pentagon spending bill comes to the Senate. 

Ed Flaherty   

Introducing PEACE Iowa’s  
New Office Manager 

Miriam Timmer-Hackert has been hired as the first 
office manager for PEACE Iowa. She is our first ever 
paid employee and will be 
working 8 hours each week. 
She has been making a big 
difference in the office, taking 
on tasks that had been put off, 
organizing files, helping 
coordinate the office volunteers, 
and freeing up PEACE Iowa 
director Lori Nelson to focus on 
other things. Miriam describes 
herself this way: 

“I’m 32 with two adorable kids, Rosemary and 
Henry. I was most recently working as an advocate for 
victims of sexual assault and domestic violence. I hope 
to train as a mediator this fall and return to practicing 
law. I attend Trinity Episcopal Church in Iowa City. I 
enjoy upcycling or recycling old things into better 

things like turning old sweaters into baby pants. I also 
enjoy building rain gardens; this year I am fortunate 
that my gardens are positioned to conserve rain 
water.”  

Holding on at Hooverfest 
Miriam Timmer‐Hackert 

PEACE Iowa had a booth at Hoover’s Hometown 
Days August 4. We wanted to honor Herbert Hoover for 
his outstanding volunteer leadership in feeding 
countries in need before and after his presidency. He 
literally helped feed millions: Belgians, Russians, 
Germans, whoever was in dire need, regardless of 
politics. Hoover was also well respected even after his 
presidency for his ability to make government more 
efficient. 

If only someone efficient and peaceful in nature 
like Hoover could rework the military budget today! 
Our main message at the Hooverfest booth was that we 
can’t continue to throw increasing amounts money at 
the military without demanding accountability and 
value. We displayed pie charts of the federal income 
tax spending showing that over half of it goes to 
military spending. Many people were gratefully picking 
these up. To be honest, the reason everyone was 
grabbing our pie charts was that they were the only 
fans available at Hooverfest and it was sweltering. At 
least, sweltering until just before the storm hit. We 
were all warned that a wind and rain storm was 
approaching, but the ranger added that it looked clear 
after the storm. 

The other vendors at Hooverfest didn’t seem to be 
closing up to go home or be super protective of their 
stuff, so we just pulled our tables into the middle of the 
tent and drove one stake in. We put our papers and 
displays in or under large garbage bags and a tarp. 
Our borrowed tent had a sturdy metal frame but a 
slightly droopy roof so as it started raining we went 
around and pushed up from below to flip the water 
out. It was so wonderful to have coolness and rain at 
last. 

And then the wind began and the rain came in 
earnest. All three of the PEACE Iowa volunteers were 
holding on to the tent to keep it from blowing away. I 
was sitting on a table to keep the tarp we had thrown 
over the bumper stickers from blowing off. The only 
time we took our hands off the tent was to pop the 
pools of water off, which then blew right back at us. 
Even if it only stormed for 45 minutes, it felt like a very 
long time being soaked by blowing rain. The experience 
lent new meaning to the phrase “Just Keep On Holding 
On.”  
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Remembering Meg 
Meg White, a long-time peace activist, passed away 

earlier this year. Earlier in her life she lived in 
Baltimore, where she worked on anti-nuclear issues. 
After moving to Iowa City, she soon became involved in 
anti-war campaigns and local progressive politics. She 

also started the Agape Cafe, a free homeless breakfast 
program operating out of Old Brick in Iowa City. 
Among the things that will be missed about her: her 
lyrical, perceptive poetry. Her passionate love of music 
and art. Her give-’em-hell Mother Jones style activism. 
Her strong compassion. Her laughter.  

 

PEACE Iowa 
Peace Education and Action Center of Eastern Iowa 

Promoting international peace through education, intercultural 
communication, public witness, citizen involvement, and personal choices

26 East Market Street 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 
(319) 354‐1925 
www.peaceiowa.org 

  Office hours: 
Wednesdays 12:15 to 4:00 pm 
Thursdays 1:00 to 3:00 pm 

Please understand that we are only open a few days a week, and the phone 
is normally only answered during business hours. Also, please allow 
several days for e‐mail response. 

Thank you. 

Donations needed 
PEACE Iowa is a grassroots, mostly volunteer 
organization, funded entirely by local donors.  We 
are always in need of funds to continue our work 
for peace.  Checks may be made out to PEACE Iowa 
and can be sent to the address at left.  Thank you so 
much!

Volunteers Appreciated! 
We greatly appreciate the work of office volunteers 
who contribute their time every week:  Marcia 
Shaffer, Ann Stromquist, Virginia “Major” Thomas, 
Dennis Bricker, Jeff Strottman..  We also appreciate 
the work on our web site and other technical 
support we receive from Franklin Seiberling.


